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MAINE STATE LIBl(ARY 
FEBRUARY 1981 
BUREAU OF 
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY 
Manpower Research Division 
EMPLOYMENT IN FOOD STORES EXPERIENCED RAPID GROWTH 
MAINE FOOD STORES ADDED OVER 4,300 WORKERS BETWEEN 1973 AND 1980, BRINGING WAGE AND SALARY EMPLOYMENT IN 
THIS INDUSTRY TO 14,670 JOBS. EMPLOYMENT HAS SHOWN STEADY GROWTH, AVERAGING AN ANNUAL RATE OF 6.0 PER-
CENT DURING THE SEVEN-YEAR PERIOD 197 3 TO 1980. EMPLOYMENT INCREASES ARE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE THROUGH 
THE 1980'S, BUT AT A REDUCED RATE. 
ACCORDING TO AN OCCUPATIONAL SURVEY CONDUCTED BY THE BUREAU'S MANPOWER RESEARCH DIVISION, ABOUT 90 PER-
CENT OF THE EMPLOYEES IN THIS INDUSTRY WORK IN GROCERY STORES. MOST OF THE REMAINING WORKERS CAN BE 
FOUND IN MEAT AND FISH MARKETS, DAIRY PRODUCTS STORES, AND RETAIL BAKERIES. 
DURING THE SURVEY MONTH OF JUNE 1979, 68 PERCENT OF THE EMPLOYEES WERE CONCENTRATED IN JUST FOUR OCCUPA-
TIONS. THESE OCCUPATIONS ARE CASHIER; SALES CLERK; STOCK CLERK, SALES FLOOR; AND BAGGER. THESE SAME 
OCCUPATIONS MADE UP NEARLY THE SAME PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL EMPLOYMENT IN THIS INDUSTRY IN THE JUNE 1976 
SURVEY. AS DEPICTED IN THE GRAPH ON PAGE 6--, ONLY MINOR CHANGES WERE RECORDED IN THE EMPLOYMENT 
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Labor Turnover Rates . Maine Manufacturing Industries Ill Per 100 Employees 
ACCESSION RA TES 
Total New Hires 
INDUSTRY TITLE Jan. Dec. Jan. Jan. Dec. Jan. 
1981 1980 1980 1981 1980 1980 
Manufacturing ...... . ...... . 3.8 2.8 4.5 2.4 1.6 3.2 
Durable Goods ............. 3.0 2.3 3.4 1.8 1.1 2.6 
Lumber and Wood Products .. 5 .1 4 .0 4.2 3.4 1.8 2.9 
Metals and Machinery ....... 1.6 1.8 3.0 1.2 1.0 2.4 
Other Durable Goods ....... 2.4 0.8 3.0 0.7 0.3 2.6 
endurable Goods ........... 4.2 2.9 5.2 2.7 1 .9 3.6 
Food and Kindred Products ... 4.9 6.1 7.8 4.0 3.3 5 .1 
Textile Mill Product . ....... 5.9 4.6 7.3 3.5 2.6 5 .1 
Apparel .. . ............. 2 .1 3.4 4.8 1.8 2.5 4.3 
Paper and Allied Products .... 0.8 0.9 1.2 0.6 0.4 0.5 
Leather and Leather Products 7.4 2.9 6.8 4.2 2 .1 5.0 
Other Nondurable Goods ... . 3.0 2.5 5.2 2 .1 2 .1 3.5 
Female Labor Force in Maine 
in Thousands 
ITEM 
Labor Force * ................... . 
Unemployed . ................... . 
(Percent) ....................... . 
Resident Employed ............... . 
Involved in Labor-Management Disputes .. 
* Preliminary estimates 
This 
Month 
198.8 
15.3 
7.7 
183. 5 
0.0 
last 
Month 
200.8 
17 .6 
8.8 
183.2 
0.0 
Year 
Ago 
194 .6 
14.7 
7.6 
179.9 
0.0 
Jan. 
1981 
1.2 
0.9 
1.2 
0.2 
1.6 
1.4 
0.9 
2 .1 
0.3 
0 .1 
3 .1 
0.8 
SEPARATION RATES 
Recalls Total Quits 
Dec. Jan. Jan. Dec. Jan. Jan. Dec. Jan. Jan. Dec. Jan. 
1980 1980 1981 1980 1980 1981 1980 1980 1981 1980 1980 
0.8 ,. 0 4 . 5 4.9 5.2 1. 5 1.2 2.0 2.3 3 .1 2.3 
0.6 0.5 4.0 2.7 3.9 1.1 1.0 1.8 2 .1 1.1 1.3 
1.4 0.9 5.7 4.4 4.8 1.8 ,. 9 1. 9 3.0 1. 7 2.0 
0.1 0.2 3.2 1.6 3.6 1.0 0.7 2.0 1.4 0.3 0.8 
0.4 0.3 3.3 2.3 2.9 0.6 0.3 1.3 2.2 1.6 1.0 
0 .8 1.3 4.7 6.2 6.0 1. 7 1. 3 2 .1 2.4 4.3 2.9 
2.8 2.3 9.5 9.2 8.7 1.8 1.1 2 .1 7.0 7.3 5.6 
1.4 2.0 4.6 3.7 5.7 2.2 1.6 3.4 1.7 1.5 1.3 
0.8 0.4 3.1 1. 7 5 .1 1.6 0.8 2.6 0.9 0.4 1 .8 
0.1 0.1 1. 9 1. 7 1. 9 0.3 0.2 0.5 1 .3 0.8 0.5 
0.6 1.5 5.8 11.5 9.6 2.6 2.2 3.0 2.3 8.8 5.5 
0.3 ,. 7 3.5 4.9 4.9 ,. 7 1. 9 2.2 1.3 2.2 1.5 
Selected Employment Security Activities Ji= 
8 
UI Benefit Payments 
in Million Dollars 
(Total 1.ncludes Maine's Portion of E~tended Benefits) 
Total--- Extended- - - -
(rigbt hand scale) 
4 
in Thousands 
STATEWIDE 
This Last Year 
ITEM Month Month Ago 
Total Nonfarm Wage and Salary JI . ........ 409.1 409.6 405.5 
Total Manufacturing .................. 113.0 113 .5 114 .3 
Durable Goods .................... 41.1 41.2 42.8 
Lumber and Wood Products .1/ ...... 13 .3 13.4 14.2 
Metals and Machinery ............. 16.5 16.6 17 .6 
Other Durable Goods .]/ ........... 11 .3 11.2 11.0 
Nondurable Goods ................. 71. 9 72.3 71. 5 
Food and Kindred Products ......... 9.2 9.7 9.9 
Textile Mill Products .............. 8.2 8.1 9.0 
Apparel ....................... 5.0 4.9 4.6 
Paper and Allied Products ........ . . 18.3 18.3 18.3 
Leather and Leather Products ........ 21. 9 21 .8 19. 9 
Footwear (except Rubber) ........ (18.5) (18.4) (16 .7) 
All Other .................... (3.4) (3 .4) (3.2) 
Other Nondurable Goods y ........ 9.3 9.5 9.8 
Tot~ Nonmanufacturing ............... 296 .1 296. l 291 .2 
Contract Construction .............. 14.8 15. 7 15. 7 
Transportation and Public Utilities ..... 18.6 18.7 18.2 
Wholesale and Retail Trade .......... 83.8 85.1 82.4 
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate ....... 16 .5 16 .5 16 .1 
Service and Other Nonmanufacturing .... 77 .2 76.8 73.7 
Government ..................... 85.2 83.3 85.1 
Federal ....................... ( 18.4) (18.3) ( 17 .8) 
State and Local .21 .............. ( 66.8) (65.0) ( 67 .3) 
Involved in Labor-Management Disputes ..... 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Unemployment Compensation 
Fund Balance in Millions 
(End of Month) 
so ·+-~_,,._,,._,,._,,.~~~~~~~~~--~_,,.-.~~~~_,,.--
r ederal Advan ces Out s tand i ng $36, 400, 000 
PORTLAND SMSA LEWISTON-AUBURN SMSA 
This Last Year This Last Year 
Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
91.8 92.3 88.6 34.6 34.8 34.9 
18.6 18.9 18 .5 11. 7 11. 7 12 .2 
7.9 8.0 8.4 1. 9 1.9 2.2 
0.4 0.4 0.5 0.1 0.1 0 .1 
6.7 6.8 6.9 1.6 1.6 1.8 
0.8 0.8 1.0 0.2 0.2 0.3 
10. 7 l O. 9 10.1 9.8 9.8 l 0.0 
2.5 2.6 2.3 1.2 1.3 1.4 
n/a n/a n/a 1.9 1. 9 2 .1 
n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
n/a n/a n/a 0.6 0.5 0.7 
3.4 3.5 3.3 3.6 3.6 3.3 
n/a n/a n/a (3 .4) (3.4) (3.0) 
n/a n/a n/a ( 0.2) (0.2) (0.3) 
4.8 4.8 4.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 
73.2 73.4 70.1 22.9 23.1 22.7 
3.3 3.4 3.4 1.0 1.0 1.2 
5.3 5.3 5.0 1.2 1.3 1.2 
24.4 24.9 22.8 8.2 8.3 7.9 
7.6 7 .6 7 .1 1.6 1.6 1.6 
19. 3 19 .4 18.5 7 .5 7.6 7.4 
13. 3 12 .8 13.3 3.4 3.3 3.4 
(1 .3) (1 .4) (1 .4) (0.3) (0.3) (0.3) 
(12.0) (11 .4) (11. 9) (3 .1) (3.0) (3.1) 
0.0 0.0 0.0) 0.0 0.0 0.0 
I I Employment figures relate to full - and part-time wage and salary workers in pay periods including the 12th of the month. Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, self-employed, a11d unpaid family 
workers are excluded. 2/ Lumber and wood products, and furniture and fixtures are combined in the Portland series. 3 /Includes Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes: Statewide. 25 , 32, 37, 38; Portland . 
32, 37 , 38 ; Lewiston · 25 , 32, 37. 4/Includes SIC codes: Statewide - 27, 28, 29, 30, 39 ; Portland - 22 , 23 , 26, 27 , 28, 29, 30, 39 ; Lewiston - 23 , 27 , 28 , 29, 30, 39. 5 /Regular teachers are included in summer 
months whether or not specifically paid in those months. n/a · data not available in sufficient detail for publication. 
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Earnings and Workweek of Production Workers 
in Manufacturing Industries 
AREA AND INDUSTRY 
STATEWIDE 
Manufacturing ............... 
Durable Goods ............. 
Lumber and Wood Products .. 
Metals and Machinery ....... 
Other Durable Goods ....... 
Nondurable Goods ........... 
Food and Kindred Products ... 
Textile Mill Products ....... 
Apparel ................ 
Paper and Allied Products .... 
Leather and Leather Products 
Other Nondurable Goods ..... 
PORTLAND SMSA 
Manufacturing ............... 
LEWISTON-AUBURN SMSA 
Manufacturing ............... 
AVERAGE WEEKLY 
EARNINGS 
$257.20 
271 .22 
259.37 
256.48 
308.66 
249.38 
200.54 
205.73 
180.48 
404.06 
181 .50 
218.79 
245.94 
202.50 
Last 
Month 
$260.58 
277. 98 
266.26 
259.67 
322.34 
251 .03 
196. 38 
209.66 
180.00 
409.79 
180.54 
224.62 
246.64 
205.09 
Year 
Ago 
$233.96 
247.05 
246.64 
226 .14 
281 .39 
225.83 
183.86 
184. 92 
159. 71 
363.99 
169.37 
198.26 
223.44 
193 .55 
AVERAGE WEEKLY 
HOURS 
This Last Year 
Month Month Ago 
40.0 40.4 40.2 
40.3 41.0 40.7 
40.4 40.9 40.7 
40.2 40.7 40.6 
40.4 41. 7 40.9 
39.9 40. l 39.9 
37.0 36. l 37.6 
41. 9 41.6 40.2 
37.6 37.5 36.8 
45.4 46.2 45.9 
36.3 36.4 36.9 
39.0 40.4 38.2 
39. l 39.4 39.9 
37.5 37.7 38. l 
AVERAGE HOURLY 
EARNINGS 
This Last Year 
Month Month Ago 
$6.43 $6.45 $5.82 
6.73 6.78 6.07 
6.42 6.51 6.06 
6.38 6.38 5.57 
7.64 7.73 6.88 
6.25 6.26 5.66 
5.42 5.44 4.89 
4.91 5.04 4.60 
4.80 4.80 4.34 
8.90 8.87 7.93 
5.00 4.96 4.59 
5 .61 5.56 5 .19 
6.29 6.26 5.60 
5.40 5.44 5.08 
ANNUAL AVERAGE 
HOURLY EARNINGS 
1980 1979 1978 
$6.00 $5.42 $4. 91 
6.27 5.61 5 .13 
6.08 5.49 5.02 
5.87 5.27 4.92 
7 .09 6.26 5.63 
5.85 5 .31 4.79 
5 .01 4.65 4.25 
4.79 4.40 4.03 
4.49 4.15 3.83 
8.31 7.44 6. 71 
4.72 4.23 3.88 
5.23 4.80 4.25 
5.85 5.32 4.94 
5.08 4.66 4 .18 
U.S. Consumer Price Index 
----
BASE PERIOD 
(1967=100) All Items (CPI-U) 
This 
Month 
263.2 
Last 
Month 
260.5 
Year Last 
Ago Dec. 
236.4 258.4 
Percent Change for Past Month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . + l .0 
Percent Change from LaM Dci.:ember . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . + l . 9 
Percent Change from 12 Months Ago . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . + 11 · 3 
Labor Force, Employment and Unemployment 
in Thousands 
UNI:.MPLOYMENT UNEMPLOYMENT 
Percent of 
AREAJj LABOR FORCE .Jd RESIDENT EMPLOYED Number Labor Force 
This Last Year This 
Month Month Ago Month 
MAINE Statewide ........ 480. l 484.6 438.4 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor-Brewer LMA ... . .. 41, 700 41, l 00 40,300 38,800 
Biddeford-Sanford LMA .... 30,200 30,100 29 ,400 27 ,600 
Lewiston-Auburn SMSA .... 37,400 39,000 37,900 34,400 
Portland SMSA . . ....... 88,500 89,200 86,700 82,600 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta ................. 28,090 28,200 28,710 25,600 
Bath-Brunswick .... . . .. .... 20,550 20,470 20,750 19,090 
Belfast ... . ........ l 0,010 l 0, 140 l 0,670 8,360 
Boothbay Harbor· Wiscasset .. 6 ,260 6,390 6,100 5,450 
Calais-Eastport . . . . . . . . . . . 14,600 14,690 15 ,230 12 ,640 
Caribou-Presque Isle . .. ..... 19,640 19,600 18,850 17,690 
Central Penobscot ... .. . .. . . 4,360 4,380 4 ,340 4,080 
Dover-Foxcroft . ......... .. 6,560 6,640 6 ,310 6,090 
Ellsworth ... . ............ 17,380 17,480 17,880 15,330 
Farmington .. . ...... . .... 12 ,320 12,370 12,280 11 ,430 
Fort Kent-Allagash . . . ...... 4,250 4,150 4,120 3,770 
Greenville ... .. .. ........ l ,280 l ,290 l ,470 l ,180 
Houlton . ... . . ...... ...... 4,470 4,450 4,470 3,990 
Lincoln Howland . . ... . .... 5,230 5,290 5,340 4,860 
Livermore Falls ... ........ 5,040 5,290 4,960 4,410 
:\.1adawaska Van Buren ...... 4,420 4,330 4,420 3,900 
Mechanic Falls .. . .. ...... 2,400 2,450 2,510 2, 120 
Millinocket-East Millinocket .. 5,820 5,870 5,640 5,570 
Patten-Island Falls ...... . .. 2,280 2,270 2,430 l ,980 
Rockland . ..... . . . . . . . . . 15 ,650 15 ,810 16,060 13,820 
Rumford . . ......... 20,860 21 ,650 20,420 19,020 
Sebago Lake Region . ...... . l 0,220 10,380 l O, 190 9,260 
Skowhegan ....... . ....... 18,710 19,080 18,690 16 ,740 
Kit1ery-York . . . . . . . . . ... . . 14 ,340 14,400 14,390 13 ,570 
Southwest Penobscot ........ 6,900 7,040 7,100 5,880 
Waterville ... . ... . ... . .... 20,780 21, 110 21, 160 19,250 
OTHER 
NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Connecticut . . .......... l ,590. 8 l ,599.6 l ,587 .8 l ,481. 9 
Massachusetts ..... . .... 2,947.0 2,911.0 2,822 .0 2,759.0 
ew Hampshire ...... . .. n/a 457.8 443.8 n/a 
Rhode Island ........... 462 . 9 459.5 453.8 422.7 
Vermont ........ . ..... n/a 243.4 244.8 n/a 
NEW ENGLAND ST ATES .. n/a 5,672.3 5 ,552. l n/a 
UNITED STA TES 3/ .... . . 104,808 104,671 l 03 ,257 96,383 
Area Defini11ons 
l MA - Labor Markel Area 
SMSA - S1andard Me1ro poli1an S1a1i,1ical Area 
Foo1no1e, 
Last 
Month 
438.3 
37,700 
27,500 
34,600 
83,100 
25,540 
18,850 
8,390 
5,500 
12,500 
17 ,430 
4,080 
6,090 
15,380 
11 ,460 
3,680 
l ,200 
3,980 
4,870 
4,560 
3,800 
2,120 
5,570 
l ,970 
13,880 
19,630 
9,370 
16 ,770 
13 ,610 
5,910 
19,350 
l ,486.6 
2,724.0 
431. 9 
422.4 
228.6 
5,293.5 
96,128 
Year This Last Year This Last Year 
Ago Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
440.3 41. 7 46.3 38.5 8.7 9.6 8 .0 
37,600 2,900 3,400 2,700 7.0 8.3 6.7 
27,100 2,600 2,600 2,300 8.6 8.6 7.8 
35,400 3,000 4,400 2,500 8.0 11. 3 6.6 
81 ,700 5,900 6, l 00 5,000 6.7 6.8 5.8 
26,400 2,490 2,660 2,310 8.9 9.4 8.0 
19,490 l ,460 l ,620 l ,260 7. l 7.9 6.1 
9,140 l ,650 l ,750 l ,530 16.5 17.3 14.3 
5,440 810 890 660 12.9 13.9 l 0.8 
13 ,000 l ,960 2, l 90 2,230 13.4 14.9 14.6 
16 ,490 l ,950 2, 170 2,360 9.9 11. l 12.5 
4, 120 280 300 220 6.4 6.8 5. l 
5 ,890 470 550 420 7 .2 8.3 6.7 
15,800 2,050 2,100 2,080 11.8 12.0 11 .6 
11 ,490 890 910 790 7 .2 7.4 6.4 
3,690 480 470 430 11. 3 11. 3 l 0.4 
l ,370 l 00 90 l 00 7 .8 7.0 6.8 
3,950 480 470 520 l 0. 7 l 0.6 11.6 
5,030 370 420 310 7. l 7.9 5.8 
4,460 630 730 500 12 .5 13.8 10. l 
3,840 520 530 580 11.8 12 . 2 13. l 
2,310 280 330 200 11. 7 13.5 8.0 
5,420 250 300 220 4.3 5. l 3.9 
2, 170 300 300 260 13 .2 13.2 l O. 7 
14,330 l ,830 l ,930 l ,730 11. 7 12 .2 10.8 
18,920 1 ,840 2,020 l ,500 8.8 9. 3 7.3 
9,380 960 l ,010 810 9.4 9.7 7.9 
16 ,730 1 ,970 2 ,310 l ,960 l O. 5 12. l l 0.5 
13,720 770 790 670 5.4 5.5 4.7 
6, 140 l ,020 l, 130 960 14.8 16. l 13 .5 
19 ,700 l ,530 l ,760 l ,460 7.4 8.3 6.9 
l ,497 .4 l 08. 9 113 .0 90.4 6.8 7. l 5.7 
2,659.0 188.0 188.0 163.0 6.4 6.4 5.8 
426. l n/a 25.9 17. 7 n/a 5.7 4.0 
417.0 40.2 37. l 36 .7 8.7 8.1 8. l 
228.7 n/a 14.8 16. l n/a 6.1 6.6 
5,228.2 n/a 378.8 323.9 n/a 6.7 5.8 
96 ,264 8,425 8 ,543 6,993 8.0 8.2 6.8 
No1e 
n a indicates that 1he information was no! available a11hc: lime ofprin1tng . 
Employmeni and un~mploymenl may nol add 10 labor force due 10 round mg. 
I / Labor force. employmenl , and unemploymen1 data for all areas nol seasonally adJusted . Estima1e, made independently for each labor market area ha\t: been benchmarked 10 and ex1rapola1ed from 
!he Curren, Population Survey es1ima1es for the s1a1e. All data adjusted 10 a place of residence basis. Exdudes members of 1he Armed Forces. 
21 Curren! and las1 mon1h fi gures preliminary; year ago figures revised . 
JI a11onal cs1ima1es based 0 ,1 a sample of household visit s; s1a1e es1 ima1es based on enlargemenis of employment figures reported . 
Mid-Month Insured Unemployment (Less Partials) 
ITEM 
Number of Continued-Week Claimants ........ 
Insured Unemployment Rate * ... . ........... 
Should not be confused with insured unemployment rat es as 
defined in the Employment Security Law 
STATEWIDE 
This Last 
Month Month 
17,759 19,983 
4.5 5.0 
PORTLAND SMSA 
Year This Last 
Ago Month Month 
17 ,054 2,377 2,548 
4.4 3.0 3.2 
LEWISTON-AUBURN SMSA 
This Last Year 
Month Month Ago 
l ,364 l ,595 1 ,000 
4.0 4.7 3.0 
DISTRIBUTION FOR THE MAJOR OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES BETWEEN JUNE 1976 AND JUNE 1979. MOST OF THE DIFFERENCES WERE 
CAUSED BY A LARGER PROPORTION OF CASHIERS AND BAGGERS IN 1979, AND A SMALLER PROPORTION OF BUTCHERS AND STOCK 
CLERKS, SALES FLOOR. 
IN DESCENDING ORDER, THE 10 OCCUPATIONS MOST FREQUENTLY REPORTED BY EMPLOYERS IN THIS INDUSTRY WERE STORE MANAGER; 
CASHIER; SALES CLERK; STOCK CLERK, SALES FLOOR; BUTCHER AND/OR MEAT CUTTER; BAGGER; HAND BOOKKEEPER; PRODUCTION 
PACKAGER; GENERAL OFFICE CLERK; AND BAKER. A MORE DETAILED REPORT OFFERING STAFFING PATTERNS FOR THIS INDUSTRY IS 
AVAILABLE FROM THE MANPOWER RESEARCH DIVISION. 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF THE EMPLOYMENT BY MAJOR 
OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES rn FOOD STORES 
Sa 1 es Clerks 
Clerical Workers 
Miscellaneous \forkers.!/ 
Service Workers l/ 
Professional Workers 
Managers and Officers 
10 20 30 50 60 
Percent 
D June 1976 
~ June 1979 
70 80 
1/ Includes stock clerks, sales floor; baggers; production packagers; bakers, doughnut 11akers; and deli very workers. y Includes janitors, butchers, and food . service workers. 
The Employment Security programs are affiliated with U.S. Employment and Training Administration. 
o:;;.--_Maine Manpower 
BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY 
~ 20 UNION STREET 
• 
- MANPOWER RESEARCH DIVISION 
AUGUST A, MAINE 04330 
Published under Appropriation No. 03444.2 
Manpower 
Research 
"For Qualified Jl6rkers Contact Your Local Employment Security Job Service Office" 
